Great Bedwyn Neighbourhood Development Plan Working Group (GBNDPWG) – 
Record of Meeting 1 

Monday 30th November 2015, at Manor Farmhouse

Present:

Rear Admiral Nick Wilkinson (NW) (chair)

Councillor Chitra Bharucha (CB) (vice-chair and Parish Council liaison)

Councillor Charles Howell (CH)
Martin Bailey (MB)
Tesher Fitzpatrick (TF)
Anthony Gotley (AG)
Andrew Hutchison (AH)
Meriel Larken (ML)

Item 1 – Purpose of NDP
NW thanked those attending; the NDPWG needed expanding to make it more representative of those in the Parish; others needed to be co-opted for specific areas of interest.  An NDP quite different from a Village Design Statement (VDS); NDP must cover all planning areas specified in National Planning Policy Framework and Wiltshire Core Strategy, and when finally approved would have Statutory status.  Although timescale to 2026, approved NDP would have longer-lasting effects, so must include long-term Vision of the Parish’s sustainable development, regeneration and conservation.  WG must presume that cross-party Political imperatives, population growth and housing shortage, especially in Southern England, all make probable that Parish would be under long-term pressure to accept some additional development, scale not yet known.  An NDP gives residents’ preferences advance statutory protection.
Item 2 – Procedures
CH confirmed indications from WC officials were that an NDP would be advisable and appropriate for GB as a Large Village.  NW explained the 2003 VDS could be used as supporting document for NDP; MB commented that an updated VDS could be used as statutory alternative to an NDP, if so preferred by residents.  Link to full VDS to be verified. All NDP documentation to be published on the PC Website.








Action: TF
NW reported his recent conversation with the Chair of the PC, following which as first step PC would seek agreement of WC to proceed with scoping of NDP, the appointment of a Link Officer (an official liaison officer from WC), and funding grant.  Next step, questionnaire to all households and businesses, including achieving local support to proceed, prior to WG producing scoping document for PC and WC approval. Whole process must be shown to be democratic and transparent.










Action: see Item 5











Item 3 - Geographical Area to be Covered

Subject to local support, scoping to cover whole Parish area, not just Village.  Crofton and St Katharine’s representation therefore needed.  Unknowns include futures of Royal British Legion site in village centre, and of Tottenham House/Park; urgent need to clarify situation on both.  Action: PC
Legal status of allotments also to be established.



              Action: TF
Item 4 - Liaison with Neighbouring Parishes over GBNDP

Informing and updating PCs of Little Bedwyn, Shalbourne, Grafton and Burbage.        Action: PC

Item 5 – Areas Requiring Representation
The WG should ensure, either through its membership or through co-option of ‘expert’ consultation, thorough representation of all parts of Parish, geographically and demographically, including from elderly to youth; those outsiders with business interests also to be consulted.  Areas to cover include: housing (‘executive’, retirement and social/affordable); employment; businesses; agriculture; conservation; communications (especially electronic); utilities; schools and playgroup; health services; flooding; transport; parking; recreational areas, including canal; clubs and local societies; facilities for elderly, including care; youth facilities; tourism and visitor accommodation/services; other services to non-residents as a de facto Local Service Centre.  Some areas/activities have clear ‘leaders’ to consult, others need more investigation. All need listing for further work.     








    Action: NW
Discussion of possible members of the WG produced shortlist of 6, including 5 women and coverage of long-term and short-term residents, different age groups and differing accommodation (names withheld pro tem for reasons of privacy).  To be approached individually.                  Action: NW

Item 6 – Secretarial Support
Agreed workload makes impractical to be undertaken by Parish Clerk.  Local volunteer resident preferred, with per hour remuneration, and ability not only to action paperwork but also understand aims and required processes.







Action: NW

Item 7 – Publicity

Initial announcement in Parish News necessarily dry and official, further articles to be short and lighter, informing why in interests of residents to participate in questionnaire response and evidence giving.  Social media burdensome and not reaching all of community, so rejected.  Besides Parish News, use noticeboards and Parish website.
Item 8 - Drafting Scoping Document

Confirmed to be undertaken after analysis of questionnaire.

Item 9 – ‘Front-loading’ Questionnaire to Residents and Businesses

Initial questionnaire to cover gathering statistical information (anonymous) on residents (age, gender, occupation, travel to work, house ownership/ renting, main shopping and recreational areas, etc), and their views on community needs for employment, housing, recreation, likes and possible improvements concerning Parish, support or otherwise for a GB NDP (and whether for village or whole Parish).
 Burbage questionnaire to be obtained as model.
Action: NW








Items 10/11 – Evidence Gathering and Community Engagement
Stages include initial questionnaire; interviewing representatives of areas/activities; Village Hall Display; regularly seeking reaction to ongoing work.
Item 12 – External Professional Assistance 

Expensive, so keep to minimum and use local talent.  MB and AG advised that if recommendations in due course include areas outside current Limits of Development, some professional planning advice likely to be necessary.  AH advised use of specialists in areas such as conservation and habitat.

Item 13 – Funding

NW reported that Chair of PC had confirmed if expenditure needed prior to acquisition of grants, available from PC funds.  Current expenditure envisaged included remuneration of WG Secretary and costs of sending out and processing questionnaire, but later other costs probable. The WC Link Officer, when appointed, would advise on estimated costs and sources of financial support for the NDP.  PC to address at next meeting.





Action: CB











Item 14 – Action Plan 
Too early to draft, but other NDP timescales would be studied and draft Action Plan tabled.  Likely to be 2-3 year project, from questionnaire to final WC approval, after Independent Examination and local referendum.







Action: NW
Item 15 – AOB

CH referred to WC advice that NDP should include requirements on developers to contribute to local facilities as part of planning approval; AH highlighted relevant section of Pewsey NDP concerning this.

Item 16 – Actions to be Put in Hand before Next Meeting
See right hand column above.

Item 17 -Next Meeting
Monday 18 January 2016, at Manor Farmhouse, pm (time tbc).










Nick Wilkinson










Chair, GBNDPWG
