Great Bedwyn Neighbourhood Development Plan Working Group
Record of Meeting 4

Friday 20h May 2016, 6.00 pm at the Cross Keys

Present:
Martin Bailey (MB),  Anna Ditchburn (AD), Nick Gibbins (NG),  Andrew Hutchison (AH), Charles Howell (CH), Nick Wilkinson (Chair) (NW), Helen Sheehan (Secretary) (HS)

Apologies:
GBNDPWG - Chitra Bharucha, Viv Fox, Jenny Bowley, Claire Tarbox, Emma Glenister, Sue Mason, Ali Burch
WC - Vicky Burvill (VB)

Item 1 – Opening Remarks
NW welcomed all in attendance and explained that Vicky Burvill from WC was unable to attend the meeting but that both he and HS had met her earlier that day, to discuss this evening’s meeting, and get her steer on it (a record of the meeting to be circulated separately – HS).

Item 2 – Accuracy of Records of Meeting 3, and of meeting with Vicky Burvill on 20th April
No comments

Item 3 – Matters arising not on agenda
Again no comments from the WG

Item 4 – Discuss Household Surveys analysis
· NW provided the following highlights from the surveys:
340 surveys completed (700 distributed). 92% are in favour of having a NDP for Great Bedwyn.
Environment
96% wish to preserve the character of the village and have commented favourably on the community spirit
78% in favour of lower cost market homes to buy or rent
78% consider local traffic and 71% through traffic a problem
82% see parking as a significant problem in the village
94% in favour of flood avoidance always being considered in planning permissions
36% think sufficient employment is within acceptable daily reach, but we must bear in mind that a significant number of people who answered the survey are retired
30% have the Parish as their main workplace
50% think public transport is inadequate, especially for the elderly and less affluent
Areas to protect from development that were highlighted:
Farm Lane, Back Lane, allotments, canal, the Forest and Brails, the Wharf, water and church meadows & [school] playing fields, wildlife areas, conservation area generally
The field behind the school was indicated as a potential development site in the longer term. VB/NW researching availability further ahead of the Area Designation 
Action: VB/NW
British Legion site – there is now very little support for an extra village hall on this site, but a fair amount of support for lower cost housing there; several have suggested extending the existing village hall. 
Within the Parish 72% see as the highest priority one or two bedroom houses/flats to rent, 79% want one or two bedroom houses/flats to buy, only 30% want bigger houses and 38% are against (One of the comments on the Business Questionnaire was how challenging it is to recruit young people locally to train up. AD stated that this is an NDP link, because without enough lower cost homes locally young people cannot afford to live here.)
St Ives are testing a scheme at the moment where 66% of local housing is for local people only – possibly this will set a precedent for other villages
18% of housing stock in GB is social housing – this is roughly representative of Wiltshire villages as a whole but more than Wiltshire as a whole
New Housing
In terms of new housing in the village 75% are in favour of infill and 45% in favour of some building in outlying hamlets in the Parish. Outside 36% are in favour of building outside the LOD when necessary - near the school, Brook Street, Forest Hill, Jockey Green and the old piggery
NW/VB investigating whether the PC has been consulted on the LOD/settlement boundaries, and if so have there been any changes? 
Action: VB/NW
Employment
56% think more employment is needed in the Parish
68% want small firms only in the Parish, only 29% want bigger companies to locate here
72% think employment is too dependent on car use
There were many complaints about inadequate broadband
Facilities
Flood prevention, internet access and speed, space for teenagers ie a skate park are popular themes for improvement. 
There is general satisfaction with the village but buses and trains are inadequate.
Parking and speeding are high on everyone’s agenda. This will be part of the NDP, but immediate actions can go to the PC now
The bridges over the canals are considered dangerous for pedestrians, as are the pavements and roads in need of repair. Lighting also mentioned. 
General Information
99% consider their main home is in the village
79% of respondents own their home, 12% social housing, 7% private rental, 2% leasehold.
GB has so many amenities it has become a “hub” for other villages – the Store, the PO, the Garage, Hairdressers, Surgery, School, Playgroup and pubs elicit much praise, as did all the various societies; and the station and its parking provide a much wider service to others
72% own one car, 25% more than one
30% of those in work do so in the Parish, 18% in Newbury/ Swindon, 12% in London and 10% in Marlborough, Hungerford and Pewsey together 
61% travel to work by car, 24% by train, 2% by bus, 12% by a combination of transport
55% main domestic shop in Marlborough, 25% in the Parish, 11% in Hungerford 
· Non Surveymonkey evidence
There are no child carers in the village (although there is a thriving Playgroup in the village hall)
· Business Questionnaire
There was a fairly meagre response to this but responses were consistent with household responses and any other matters arising from the questionnaires will be picked up initially by the Business/Employment sub-group
· Promulgation to residents and businesses of results of analysis of questionnaires
Further analysis will separate what is NDP business and what is for the initial attention of the PC.  Action: NW 
Possible sites where the WG can display boards, offer help and information are the village hall, a wall in the PO, or the school hall at a weekend. Check availability of village hall in September, in case fete does not take place there, and a separate WG forum is needed. 
		Action: HS
Involve Primary Schools Year 6 with artwork and displays/communicating the results of the questionnaires and ongoing work
Positive story for the PN will help with promulgation of survey responses – NW to write a top-line analysis for next month’s PN, including a big thank you for the response, and an idea of the themes emerging from that response.
Action: NW/HS
Item 5 – Main Themes for inclusion in next stage of work, under headings Social, Environmental and Economic
· Key words for the vision:
Community, sustainability, environment. Social and age diversity – all age groups, a good mix – demographic diversity. Cohesive community. Rural nature of the village, natural environment, heritage and history. Cruciform shape, landscape setting. AH added that Bedwyn has stayed roughly the same population size since 1010.
· What objectives flow from the vision
The objectives are preservation and sustainability (check “Locality” to give a steer on this as all objectives must have an element of sustainability in them)
There is a land-owning and farming review taking place now. NW will have a 2 page document about this to circulate. Richard Charles could be part of the WG sub group on the environment.
NW to circulate first draft of Vision and Objectives, and some items for inclusion in sub-group terms of reference.
Action: NW
· SEA (Strategic Environmental Assessment)
The GBNDP will almost certainly need an SEA in some form
· HRA (Habitat Regulation Assessment)
WC will tell us whether we need this assessment
· Applying for WC agreement to proceed with NDP & area designation
Action: NW
· Housing Needs Survey
VB to let NW know who/how we apply for this to be carried out
	Action: VB

Item 6 – Next stage of evidence gathering, June-September from residents and from external specialists – sub-groups
· Housing most complex and key
Housing (not architecture as that has been covered in the Village Design Statement) objectives and plan. There is a lot of information available on-line. Harry Mitchell could help look at social housing. MB to chair this sub-group. This is at the core of what the WG is doing. Including what types of housing/what numbers can GB absorb, and where? NG agreed to be part of this group too
Action: MB
Suggestions for other sub-groups:
Local businesses and employment - CB
Agriculture/Environment/Habitat - Richard Charles?
Flood Prevention – Jonti Hitchman?
Public Transport – Steve Smith?
Heritage - CH
Parking/Speeding and Traffic – starts with PC now, but an NDP sub-group may be needed, albeit not right now
Education – WC for information first, but CH and AD agreed to head this sub-group. Tina Simonis could be helpful here. What are the projections from WC – how would the school cope with extra pupils? Keep the single form entry and shrink catchment? AD confirmed that the size of the school site is crucial in terms of numbers of pupils. 
Action: CH/AD

NW to invite those not in WG to head sub-groups as above.  Sub-group leaders can suggest others to join theirs, and all sub-groups will need to draft their TORs.			
Action: NW/ Sub-group leaders
· Other Core sub-groups
Youth activities and child care - WG could look at this now. Discuss next time.
· Outside expertise
Legal help will probably be required for drafting the NDP. Ask Pewsey and Burbage what legal advice they received and who they used. Robust arguments and supporting evidence is key. Initially leave to those leading the sub-groups to see what legal expertise they might need.
Action: NW & sub-group leaders
· HS to circulate list of websites from WC
		Action: HS
Item 7 – Programme of Work
HS to update present grid and circulate
Action: HS
Item 8 – Funding
PC has allocated £4K for this year and next. NW to apply to Locality for extra funding
[bookmark: _GoBack]AOB
Pewsey is an exemplar NDP. HS having difficulty copying link. Please google Pewsey NDP.
Seend and West Lavington also in the process of producing NDP’s.

Item 10: Next meeting
NW/HS to find some possible dates in July and consult WG members. 
