Notes/Record of meeting with Vicky Burvill on 20th May 2016
Present: Vicky Burvill, Nick Wilkinson, Helen Sheehan
Having looked at the GBNDP survey results VB said there were clearly some issues that could go straight to the PC ie parking problems, even if longer term aspects needed to be included the NDP.
The vision that comes strongly from the surveys is the strong sense of community and keeping the character of Great Bedwyn as it is.
Objectives that come from the vision must be planning-specific.
VB to send worksheets which can aid the WG in completing the GB vision. (Already received from VB)
Policy update – VB mentioned that currently, until the GBNP is in place, it is business as usual in terms of assessing any planning applications according to adopted policy. VB  gave an update on some of the current reviews happening that will change policy or could mean there is a time of uncertainty. VB said the LOD for GB is not necessarily out of date but settlement boundaries are being reviewed at the moment, after the examiner of the Wiltshire Core Strategy advised that they should be reviewed. The review of SHLAA (Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment) is out for consultation in October, which typically takes about 6-8 weeks. There is a Land Availability report too that looks at 5 year land supply. Furthermore the current 5-Year Supply target for East Wiltshire has already been met, so that too makes WC approval for new builds beyond the current LOD unlikely.
VB believes that GB has had a settlement boundary review and slight changes have been made – she will check this VB
Both Brook Street and the field behind the school are parts of the village that responses to the questionnaire would be acceptable for development, if further housing is needed in the future. VB and NW to investigate further the status of the field behind the school (subsequently confirmed as belonging to GB Church). NW/VB
Include a timeline in the NDP which means that when housing pressure becomes an issue it is clear where development should and should not be.
VB to give us a housing contact in WC, to whom the application for a Housing Needs Survey should be made. We will ask WC for a housing survey which will collect data from each house in the Parish. VB/NW
WC have evidence already in a 2011 study (SHMA) for us to use if we think our village is similar to the Wiltshire demographic, via SHMA (Strategic Housing Market Assessment). If we think the demographic is different, we should say how, NW believes GB has more social housing than the Wiltshire average, but that the demographic is probably similar enough to that for Wiltshire villages. Use core strategy evidence base that already exists where possible. 2001 and 2011 surveys (from ONS) for population are available too, which will help to confirm population growth trend. Office for National Statistics (ONS) can also help to check whether Great Bedwyn has similar demographic to Wiltshire as a whole.
Refer to “How to Use and Gather Evidence” link.
VB emphasised that minority opinions captured in the GBNDP surveys can be reflected in the NDP, even if only one person has that particular opinion. Transparency and openness are key.
Don’t use the term “affordable housing” as in WC and NPPF definitions this means more than one type of social housing. Use “lower cost market homes” instead, or specify which type.
VB gave HS a schedule of work grid which HS will incorporate into the GB grid. HS
For the GB vision focus on what people value most in the village, what is the character of the area, why is it special? The language is important. In all aspects of producing an NDP it is crucial to refer to the WC’s core plan and policies.
VB to send link for RTPI’s (Royal Town Planning Institute) “Our Neighbourhood Plan.” VB
 The Pewsey Area Board could be useful in providing evidence it may have for education, transport, traffic, but the wider educational and medical information will needed to be gathered from WC and the NH Trust respectively. – NW/CH
A SWOT analysis is an effective way to present survey results to the public – including demonstrating what issues are PC, what are NDP and where there is an overlap. NW/HS
NW pointed out that WC need also to clarify policies on sustainability in light of their threatened reduction of local bus services for the village. Additionally what about increasing waste/recycling disposal facilities in the village?
[bookmark: _GoBack]VB said at Central Government the focus is on the economy, not the environment. TFor example, there is no longer a requirement to feature sustainable features in for new homes to achieve sustainability performance according to the Code for Sustainable Homes. The GBNDP will take place in a moving landscape of reviews, de-regulation and changes in central Government policy. However within our NDP we must make sure we keep sustainable development in mind and be able to show how the plan contributes towards sustainable development.
We may require external expertise and legal help when drafting the NDP. VB confirmed there is funding available (from Locality) for this and also guidance on how to write a policy; NW said we were aware of theses and were about to apply. AECOM recommended mentioned by VB as potential consultants who can be accessed through Locality. NW/HS
VB recommended we should already submit an Area Designation Application to her. Obviously there are some issues around the field behind the school, and even Brook Street where development would be outside the LOD. NW/VB to investigate further before the application is made.
The RBL site, although widely commented on in the GBNDP surveys, will in all probability be sold off well in advance of the final NDP. VB suggested we put a marker down with the PC stating the findings in the surveys; particularly that a mixed development of smaller, lower cost homes were the preferred option for the site. (NW has sent this information to CH at the PC on 21st May.) The PC should then make WC aware of this, so that any early informal discussion with interested developers would take the priority needs into account. VB to talk to Morgan Jonescolleagues at WC to see what he advises is advised in this situation. VB
We can start to ask WC to screen for an SEA (Strategic Environment Assessment) after September when we have vision and objectives to submit. It is important to know if one an SEA is required ASAP as it needs to be carried out alongside and throughout plan development. WC will let us know if we need an HRA (Habitat Regulation Assessment). NW undertook to inform VB of the concurrent national environmental work being done by local landowners. -NW
VB thinks it would be a good idea to talk to the Chair of the West Lavington NDP and will email him and cc us in. VB
VB suggested a meeting with other villages NDPWGs who are at similar stages of their NDP; possibly a workshop to help each other. VB
VB said “Enquiry by Design” run by the Prince’s Trust Foundation is a good one way of involving the community in defining a vision, or the steering group can run their own visioning day. This and other approaches are included in the guidance ‘ How to gather and use evidence’ and ‘How to develop a vision and objectives’. (on http://www.ourneighbourhoodplanning.org.uk/resources/documents)
VB apologised for being unable to attend the GBNDPWG meeting later that day, and said she would make every effort to attend the next one.




